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strong, with marks of its having been cannonaded. Just at
the entrance there is an inscription on a wall, the characters
of which I did not understand, though they might probably
be Paimyrene, for Dr Bernard1 affirms he met with some of
that kind when he visited this place. The most remarkable
building which I saw was a square tower, which, doubtless,
was the steeple above mentioned; it is built of hewn stone,
and is pretty entire, only the upper part is out of repair.
There are one hundred and fifty-five steps on the inside to
go up to the top of it2, and adjoining thereto are the ruins
of a chapel, but the parts which are left are not sufficient to
give a just idea of its dimensions or architecture. However,
there is a part of a room yet standing, whose dimensions may
be about as large as a bedchamber, and in it are two Corin-
thian capitals, one of which is very badly wrought; but the
other seems to be pretty well executed, and may probably
give rise to the encomiums of Captain Roberts. I should
have been very particular in measuring all its members, if
the Sheik, who nowr pretended to have a great regard for me,
had not sent to acquaint me I was in danger from some con-
cealed Arabs. However I observed that the triglyphs3, which
bend backwards in our modern capitals and stand upright,
lay flat in this, and leaned on one side. The stone or alabaster
of which it was made seemed to be a very fine sort; but the
other, and three or four shafts or columns, were only of free-
stone. There were two shafts of pillars fixed in the wall,
which had the appearance of marble, about four feet long,
and eleven inches in diameter; but they were without bases
and capitals. Over these there was an arch, turned with the
same sort of bricks of which the rest of the building is con-
structed.
1 Dr Bernard, an Oxford don with Oriental leanings, never visited
Palmyra himself, but wrote, in collaboration with Thomas Smith, In-
scriptiones Graecae Palmyrenorum. Halifax sent Bernard the account of the
second expedition (1691), which appeared eventually in the Philosophical
Transactions of the Royal Society, vol. xix, p, 83.
z Ostrup calls it a * watch tower, as at Kasr el Hir.*
s An architectural term for an ornament consisting of a tablet repeated
at regular intervals along a frieze, and having three vertical grooves, two
perfect and the third divided.